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Cherishing cultures: A Race against the Racism, 

Integrating Multicultural Studies in a Multicultural India.

“What a country needs to do is be fair to all its citizens - whether people are of a different 

ethnicity or gender.”

-Chinua Achebe

Abstract

India is a country known for its large chunks of languages and cultures. It is a duty of the country 

to educate people regarding multicultural values. The awareness should begin from school level 

and among young minds. The paper intends to raise the voice for minority cultures in a 

mainstream society. By integrating multicultural studies in a school curriculum will enable the 

young minds have a better understanding of cross cultural values. The role of the teacher is to 

disseminate the positive knowledge about multi cultures, ethnic values, race and so on. The 

multicultural curriculum will enable the young minds to shed their pride and prejudices, 

stereotypes and narrow minded outlook of the world. It should be defined in schools that every 

culture is unique and it has many intricate values and customs. Whether it is minor culture or 

major one, but they both should be valued and regarded as the same in a multicultural country 

like India. Education is the only way to promote a friendly attitude to different cultures and 

language. Therefore, the paper sounds for the integration of multicultural studies such as 



multicultural literature in education like ESL (English as a Second Language) classroom to 

promote a space among the children to cherish every minor culture and language in a 

conventional society.
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Introduction

Multicultural studies are call of the day to recognize each and every culture is unique and has 

intricate values and customs. It is very important to implant the multicultural values in the young 

minds through the multicultural curriculum in educational institutions. India is a multicultural 

country with a cluster of ethnic groups, religion, languages and so on. Therefore, the educational 

system should tailor the multicultural curriculum to meet the needs of student’s broad 

understanding of different cultures, races, languages, values and beliefs. In universal, 

multicultural studies will bring reformation in education and the lives of young people. It also 

plays a prominent role in imparting the harmony and peace within the country. As we altogether 

know, the multicultural understanding brings different kinds of people together with a cross-

cultural understanding. The multicultural studies are an eye-opener to all, it disseminates   

knowledge of the unique features in every culture and should be adored for its beliefs and 

customs.

On the other hand, it dismantles the stereotypes of existing notion on other cultures, religion, 

race and language. Due to the advent of globalization man has expanded his wings all over the 

world to meet his needs and promises. Eventually, many foreign people are visiting India 

because our country stands for hospitality and generosity in welcoming others. Apparently, every 

child should be taught about multicultural values to respect and recognize cultures other than 

his/her individual culture and language. It helps to eradicate the issues such as racism and 



religious discrimination in schools and society. Multicultural studies give the assertion to 

pluralism as a way of life for the people to lead a happy community life. The article wishes to 

notice the unnoticed cultures, religion, gender, race and languages, thrives to establish a basic 

thing that every culture demand high veneration and devotion because it has set of practitioners. 

On the other hand, disrespecting a culture and language is nothing but disrespecting the people. 

Thus, the ESL (English as a Second Language) classroom is a right platform to integrate 

multicultural studies, on the other side it gives cross cultural understanding of the English 

language.

Cherishing cultures

As we altogether know, everyone is proud and content to follow the conventions and belief in 

his/her culture because they regard it as their identity. A culture is known for its distinctive

quality and it must be celebrated for holding a set of moral regulation to guide its practitioners in 

a society. It must be glorified and celebrated to strengthen its values. Similarly, one should learn 

to respect and recognize culture other than his/her own culture in a multicultural India. One 

should shed his/her prejudices about other cultures and languages and should give up the narrow-

minded outlook of this large spectrum with the web of cultures. Culture matters more to 

everyone and language serves as a bridge to the culture.

To a large extent, the kids of the present generation should get exposure of multicultural values 

in the medium of education particularly through foreign language like English. The question here

is whether the curriculum is framed on the basis of shedding acquaintance on cross-cultural 

acceptance. An awareness program should make in schools to dismantle the asocial things, 

unfairness to any race, and inequality in religion, disparity in caste and creed system and so on. 

The reason behind the cultural disparity and social intolerance is that students are left untaught 



regarding such multifaceted issue that runs the society. Thus, the kids must be shaped from 

childhood to celebrate and cherish other cultures and languages and treat them alike in a 

multicultural society. It is a time to rewrite the educational system of our multicultural India. To 

unite a peaceful India, we should learn to celebrate and cherish the cultures that we come across 

in our life. The role of the government is to provide ample awareness to school going kids and 

college goers to respect other cultures and languages and to learn from them.  It is very simple to 

realize that how we taste different variety of dishes, sweets, delights such as Chinese food, North 

Indian, Arabian, pizza and so on. Eventually, how we are using western apparels and north 

Indian styles in a different way to establish oneself. Likewise, we should learn to adapt what 

suits us and rejoice with the acquired culture in a humanitarian outlook of this world. 

Multiculturalism as Value Added Subject

An article demonstrated multicultural education is a process of comprehensive school reform and 

basic education for all students. It challenges and rejects racism and other forms of 

discrimination in schools and society and accepts affirms the pluralism (ethnic, racial, linguistic, 

religious, economic, and gender, among others) that students, their communities, and teachers 

represent. (Nieto). As we altogether know, in many schools the word ‘sex’ is considered as a 

taboo. The children are not taught more than their subjects, even they are not unaware of current 

affairs and the existing problems in the society. In schools, boys and girls are treated unequally 

and they are separated in their classroom. A heartbreaking fact is that in many schools boys and 

girls are not allowed to speak with each other and they are literally punished for speaking with 

each other. In general, the school is a platform to learn morals and values to lead an ideal life in a 

society. Nowadays, schools are getting more money and they are focusing only on producing a 

good academic report than any other thing. Still in India, Transgenders are looked inferior even 



by learned people and they are excluded from the society. The common public are not aware that 

the reason behind the changing of sex by them is nothing but a hormonal change.

Emphasizing gender equality in education institutions 

Indeed, feminism is still lying in books and sermons and not in practice in a multicultural 

country like India. Our students are even unaware of the terms such as feminism, feminine, 

feminist, male-chauvinism and so on. In India, everyday we are getting news of rape, sexual 

harassment, female infanticide, child marriage and so on. Still, Indian women are under the 

clutches of male, women are passive and they are subjugated brutally by uncivilized humanness. 

Students are untaught regarding knowledge of sex and gender and fails to establish both male 

and female are equal. The grievous fault in our schools is that they are not promoting the 

students to raise questions in the classroom. As Socrates, the Greek philosopher said, questioning 

is the only way to get a solution in life. Nowadays, our kids are still passive in the class and in 

the house because their questioning habit is curtailed by teachers in many schools. Therefore, 

multicultural studies should be integrated in educational curriculum as a value added subject to 

both school students and college goers. In this value added subject students should be given a

provide a space to explore their embedded unexplainable feelings. Therefore, the role of the 

teacher is to provide learner autonomy in a value added subject and deposit great knowledge on 

sex, race, language, gender, cultures and so on. 

ESL Classroom and cross-cultural values

Due to the emergence English Language Teaching in all over India. In many schools, the English 

teachers are started to facilitate students rather than teaching notes and content to them. In India, 

English is a second language, therefore the teacher should use some innovative techniques and 



methods to help the learners to acquire the language. As I mentioned earlier in this article, 

language is a bridge to the culture, thus the ESL learners acquire the culture of the English 

language. In literature, the students can better expose different cultures such as British, 

American, African, Canadian, Afro-American literature. In schools, the teacher should use ESL 

classroom as a vantage point to shower knowledge of different cultures and languages.

Conclusion

In summation, I would like to mention some basic characteristics of multicultural education in 

this article. They are

Multicultural studies acts as a race against racism and bigotry.

Multicultural studies help to eradicate identity crisis in a society.

Multicultural studies are fundamental education and essential one.

Multicultural studies is a need for all students.

Multicultural studies develop tolerance and helps in maintaining harmony in society.

Multicultural studies pave path for gender equality..

Multicultural studies strongly advocates pluralism.

Multicultural studies are a  significant educational pedagogy.

Thus, everyone should come forward to define and redefine the socio-cultural system of our 

country. To achieve multiculturalism in education, we need to have a clear definition of what we 

understand from ‘multicultural education’ (Ozturgut 5). Therefore, it is the primary role of the 

teacher to give a broad spectrum of knowledge related to culture and values. In general, 

Understanding and respecting other cultural viewpoints and conduct is essential to the promotion 

of intercultural understanding (qtd in Ozturgut 5).
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